
  Week of 5/7 - 5/13/2012 
 

Did you miss out on last week’s Career of the Week? You can see the past 
Career of the Week careers on our blog, cbspeerblog.wordpress.com, under 
the page entitled Career of the Week. 
 

Wildlife Biologist 
Are you interested in working in the field, 
surveying special animal and plant populations 
and understanding the complex interactions 
between them? Are you also interested in 
learning how humans have affected the habitats 
of these organisms and how to protect and 
conserve them? If you answered yes, then you 
may be a wildlife biologist in the making! 
Wildlife biologists are scientists who study 
different aspects of wildlife, including specific 

species of plants and animals, conservation biology, and the ecology of different 
ecosystems and environments. The work environment of wildlife biologists can vary 
from within local research laboratories to remote locations out in the field. The 
majority of these scientists work with public officials to develop wildlife management 
and conservation plans to protect animals and plants from threats. Wildlife biology is 
an ever-growing field which needs more specialists to help tackle human 
overpopulation and its impact. The growing presence of humans can result in the 
introduction of invasive species, urbanization and therefore habitat loss, and the 
introduction of disease to new animal and plant groups. Wildlife biologists educate 
the public on how to reduce their impact on the environment and on local, close-to-
home habitats. Wildlife Biologists need at least a Bachelor’s degree and background 
work in ecology, anatomy, wildlife management, and cellular biology. They often 
take courses specializing in a particular animal group such as ornithology, 
herpetology or marine biology. Also, courses within botany, chemistry and physics 
are important in order to have a well-rounded science background. Data analysis is a 
necessary task for wildlife biologists; it is recommended to have an understanding of 
data analysis software and also geographic information systems (GIS) software as 
well as a strong background in biostatistics and mathematics. 
 
Professional Associations and Resources 
National Wildlife Federation (http://www.nwf.org/About.aspx) 
Local, State, Federal, and International Associations, Organizations, and Careers 
(http://wfcb.ucdavis.edu/major/general/file/Undergrad-
Employment%20After%20Graduating.pdf) 
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