
Week of 3/11 - 3/18/2013 
 

Staff Research Associate  
(Levels I, II, III, IV, and V) 

 
Do you work best independently? Are you interested in working in a research environment? 
Does research fascinate you? If so, you may want to consider a career as a Staff Research 
Associate!  
 
Staff Research Associates are critical members of a 
research team. Without them, research 
development would slow, since they are responsible 
for a wide variety of tasks that ensure that the work-
environment runs smoothly and efficiently. For 
biologists, Staff Research Associates may be asked 
to perform field work, run experiments in the 
laboratory, or unrelated tasks, usually 
independently and over a long-term. There may be 
minimal supervision, thus requiring strong 
attention to detail, methods, and procedures. Also 
data collection and analysis are common tasks, so good organizational skills are a must.  

 
Five factors which distinguish between the five levels: 

1. The amount of supervision exercised over the position 
2. Originality of work performed by the research associate 
3. Skills required (such as certain high-demanding laboratory procedures, or extensive 

knowledge of IRB rules and regulations) 
4. Variety of skills needed and the diversity of tasks required 
5. Laboratory management responsibilities 
 

Staff Research Associates may be found in academic environments, such as universities and 
research institutes, research hospitals (e.g. for clinical research), biotechnological industry and 
companies, and government facilities (e.g. Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory or Centers 
for Disease Control).  

 
The educational level of a Staff Research Associate depends on the needs of the research team. 
Many positions ask for scientists who have at least a Bachelor’s Degree, but for more specialized 
fields, a Master’s of Science graduate degree or PhD may be sought after. Salary range may 
differ depending on previous years of experience or education level.  
 
Start researching your career as a Staff Research Associate today! 
A more thorough description can be found here: 
http://academicaffairs.ucsd.edu/_files/staffhr/classification/Concepts-SRA.pdf 
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