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What are research librarians? 
Often times, when we think of who your average librarian is, we think of the older woman, a 
bun in her hair, and thick-rimmed glasses perched on her nose, “shush”-ing everyone who talks 
in the library. But, this obviously is not true. Librarians are of all backgrounds and 
specialties, catering to many public and private sectors. They are the new age of information 
specialists; and are innovators in design of new literacy models and outreach. If you like 
working with the public in your community, then this career will suit you well! 

 
As information specialists in this technological age of 
information, librarians need to account for all of the media 
we are presented with today. They need to take this 
plethora of media and organize it effectively and keep it 
accessible to the public. They must believe in keeping 
information free and available, as stated in the First 
Amendment. Nationally, librarians are the new wave of 
“movers and shakers”, increasing literacy by collecting, 
cataloguing, and distributing materials (LJ, 2012). 
 

Research librarians can specialize in many fields, such as technology management or reference 
cataloguing. For a list of real librarian positions, check out this website: 
http://www.michellemach.com/jobtitles/realjobs.html. They also work in many different kinds 
of libraries, such as academic libraries, public libraries or school media centers. You are not just 
limited to information in the public sector. Many corporations and organizations today have a 
need for information management and organization. Even if it is a private sector you are 
working for, scholars and any member of society will have a need to research a topic one day. It 
is up to librarians to be knowledgeable about their databases and guide their patrons on the 
right path.  
 
In terms of education, many librarians hold a Masters in Library and Information Science. But, 
there are Associate degrees in Library Science too. In order to determine which you would like 
to pursue, take a look at this website: http://www.ala.org/educationcareers/education.  
 
Start researching your career as a Research Librarian today! 
A great overview of this career: http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA605244.html 
http://www.ala.org/educationcareers/careers/paths 
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/Education-Training-and-Library/Librarians.htm 
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